
Getting Married in the Catholic Church:  
A Step-by-Step Guide 

 

If you’re reading this, congratulations! You’re preparing for one of life’s most 
beautiful commitments—marriage. In the Catholic Church, marriage is not 
only a natural union but also a Sacrament, a sacred bond blessed by God 
when two baptised Christians marry. 

This guide outlines everything you need to know to ensure your wedding 
meets the Church’s requirements, from paperwork and fees to ceremony 
planning. 

Requirements for a Catholic Wedding 

To marry in the Catholic Church, the following conditions must be met: 

✔  At least one of you must be a baptised Catholic. (In the UK, it is 
recommended that you have also been Confirmed and received First Holy 
Communion. In some countries, Confirmation is required.) 
✔  You must both be free to marry (i.e., not bound by a previous marriage). 

✔  You must enter marriage freely and without coercion. 

✔  At least one of you should live within the parish boundary. 



Required Documents 

🔹  For weddings in the UK: 

	 •	 Couples must obtain a Marriage Schedule from their local 
Register Office and give it to the Authorised Person at the church. 

	 •	 After the wedding, the Authorised Person returns it to the 
Register Office, which then issues the official marriage certificate. 
 



Marriage Paperwork Fees 

Marriage Preparation Course 

All couples must complete a marriage preparation course approved by the 
Catholic Church. These are offered by various parishes and online providers: 

📌  Marriage Care 

📌  SmartLoving 

https://www.marriagecare.org.uk/marriage-preparation-2/preparing-together-catholic-church/
https://smartloving.org/online-courses/


 



📑  Additional Documents for Overseas Weddings: 



Planning Your Wedding Ceremony 

Once your paperwork is complete and you’ve finished the marriage 
preparation course, you will meet with the priest to plan your wedding 
ceremony. 

Other Considerations 

📖  Readers for Scripture and prayers 

🎶  Music selections 

🌸  Flowers (It is customary to leave wedding flowers in the church after the 
ceremony.) 
📸  Photography arrangements 

Wedding Fees 

Many couples ask about appropriate donations. Below are suggested 
amounts: 



Additional Costs 

💐  Flowers – Arranged with your florist. 

🎵  Music – Arranged with your musicians. 

📷  Photography – Arranged with your photographer. 

What’s Next? 

We hope this guide has been helpful! If you have questions or wish to begin 
marriage preparation, please contact: 

📧  Fr Nico – nloboratu@rcdow.org.uk 

📞  Parish Office: 020 8560 1431 

📧  isleworth@rcdow.org.uk 

🙏  Good luck, and may God bless your 
marriage!
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